FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
peans do not seem to recognize that these non-
European problems are the really important ones,
to which they too ought to attend. For example,
there is the Pacific Problem. Shall the redundant
populations of Asia be allowed to spill themselves
over the lands on its shores? The European
thinks, why not?; the American and the Canadian
and the Australian say, certainly not; the Briton
hesitates, because though he would not like to
lose his present holdings in this region, he fore-
sees what gigantic exertions may be needed to
retain them, of which the Singapore base x is but
a foretaste, and doubts whether he can afford to
fight so far from home. Clearly such distractions
and such strains are very bad for the health of
the British Empire!
It is pretty clear therefore that the present
informal, fluid and uncertain association of the
parts of the Empire cannot endure; it is unstable
1 Which it is probably better to interpret as a political
move to notify Australia of our willingness to defend her,
than as a naval preparation for a fight against Japan. Similarly
the great parade of the American fleet round the Pacific in
1925 was probably intended to convince the Australians of
American ability and readiness to protect them.
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